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Dear Friends of the U.S. Pavilion, 
 
Given the delay of our September-December 2007 newsletter, I appreciate your 
patience. Starting last September, student groups have filled both the Pavilion and my 
time, leaving little room for newsletter preparation.  
 
Meanwhile, the U.S. Pavilion has been buzzing with youthful American energy, spent 
joyfully on, among others: hosting community Halloween parties, harvesting varagu 
and cleaning the Pavilion pond. In addition, there have been several other material 
developments, including the new cycle shed (initiated by Chris) and the preparation of 
a memorial for Liam, in participation with Biggie. Please read on for all of the latest 
developments. 
 
I would also like to share with you my latest personal developments. I have lived and 
worked at the Pavilion for a year and a half now. I have learned and loved it here; 
building a capsule, working with Raji, meeting all of the people who come through, 
planting field crops, chasing out cows and watching the sunset from the hammocks. 
Certainly, my time at the Pavilion has widened my views and visions. But living at the 
Pavilion, which is after all a public space, has been a challenge and I have decided to 
move off-site. I still come to work every day, but now have quiet home to go to. 
The distance this has created has increased my appreciation for the Pavilion and given 
me renewed energy. I am happy to have made this move. 
 
With many thanks for your continued support of the American Pavilion,  
Ing-Marie 
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Living Routes Students Call Pavilion Home 
13 September � 19 December 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first �Living Routes� student group stayed with  us during the monsoon season. 
(http://www.livingroutes.org). Six students and one professor were lodged at our 
pavilion and the remaining six students stayed at Tibetan Pavilion. The students 
hosted a Halloween party for the Auroville community. 
 
                             
                                                                          
 
 
 
        
 
 
          

Learn more about the students� semester by visiting their blog site:  
http://www.livingroutes.org/weblogs/weblogs/auroville/2007_fall/auroville_20

07_fall.php 
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Liam�s Memorial 
By Biggie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

In September 2004, I met Liam O�Gallagher and Robert Rheem for the first time. 
From the very first moment when I entered their home in Garden Street, Santa 
Barbara, the feeling of �knowing�, of meeting old f amily members, was 
overwhelming. Instantly, they both became those necessary strong pillars and 
connections I needed while being away from Auroville in a new country, in an 
unknown environment and society. 
 
I loved their home, surrounded by a garden with carefully chosen plants and 
sculptures and stones. The flowers grew abundantly, not as others in the well 
manicured gardens that dominated the well tended and rich town. A happy mixture 
of begonias, roses, herbs, ferns and hibiscuses inspired freedom and joy. 
It�s like it happened yesterday, when I recall the first moment I stepped with Steve 
into Liam�s and Bob�s world. Every single object ha d its place, there were modern 
paintings and portraits carrying memories of an Øpoque which changed the world; 
oriental statues, rare vases, a beautifully arranged bouquet of flowers discreetly 
placed in a corner, and a wonderfully laid tea table with delicious cakes and tea.  
 
Beauty in knowledge. Beauty in pure simplicity. 
 
And amongst all that beauty there were Liam and Bob. They showed a keen interest 
in Auroville, questioned and suggested as if they knew our community through 
living amongst us. If their destiny had not made them settle in San Francisco�s 
Chinatown, they could well have been two of our first pioneers. 
 
At the beginning of last December, Steve sent me an email with the news that Liam 
passed away. He left his body on December 4th; maybe it was here already the 
morning of the 5th of December. 
 
His quiet smile, his eyes full of compassion and wisdom are still with me.  
 
Steve encouraged Bob to work again on a sculpture and to give form to one of the 
paintings by his life�s partner Liam. He chose the painting �still life in space� which 
represents for him the spiraling of energies. Bob wants to bring his completed 
sculpture to the American pavilion in Auroville. 
 
When June Maher wrote me about creating a memorial at the dormitory of the 
American Pavilion, to receive the sculpture, I was very happy to be allowed to assist 
actively in beautifying a piece of land for keeping the loving memory of this noble 
person. 
 
Just a few meters away from the dormitory is a space with a neem tree standing in a 
naturally formed circle, on one side bordered by three young palmyras; the front 
with a small brick wall and the other side with a flowering hedge. 
Mother named the neem tree flowers �Spiritual Atmos phere�. Indeed, every time I  
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sit there the place radiates with a particular quieting, peaceful atmosphere. I also 
have observed that American students like to withdraw into that area, to do their 
emails, or skype with their friends and family, or simply to sit undisturbed.  
 
One day I had the idea to bring some granite boulders, which Steve had collected in 
Udumbu, the last place he created during his 16 years in Auroville. It would be nice 
to sit on one of those rocks, leaning against the trunk of the tree and let one�s 
thoughts travel. 
 
Students helped to cleaned the place of all thorns and little bushes, and one day at 
the end of April I finally managed to organize a team to move the boulders from 
Udumbu to the site of the American Pavilion. The thermometer hit 38 C. It was 
simply amazing to observe the huge iron fist of the JCB delicately move the 
boulders to precisely the spot I chose, as if they�d be some pebbles a child moves 
around and plays with.  The team of Tamil workers knew what they had to do, and 
every time I direct a group like that I feel confident that they are, in the end, the ones 
who know. Their way to express that they know that I trust them is always touching. 
 
Together with Ing-Marie we were simply amazed how smooth this worked out. Our 
happiness about a job well done radiated to all who helped.  
 
Before the summer there will be simple red soil, with the neem tree and the three 
rocks at its feet. Later in the year, after the rains, big clay pots will hold some plants, 
like frangipani, �psychological perfection�. 
�
�
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University of Washington Students Move In 
7 January � 7 March 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Varagu Harvest! 

Within the first few days of the students� arrival,  they were invited to harvest varagu. 
Getting up with the sun on two consecutive mornings, they joined other members of 
the Auroville community in harvesting. In true Auroville style, it was an 
international gathering: Britons, Tamils, Americans, Australians, North Indians, and 
Germans. The atmosphere was lively and full of goodwill. Most of the varagu was 
eventually given to Johnny, to support his work in the greenbelt, and some will be 
served at the US Pavilion. Our experiment in varagu growing was a success! 
 

The University of Washington student group, this year led by education professor 
Jean Eisele, consisted of fourteen undergrads/grads who came to Auroville to 
examine education within the community. While most of their time was spent 
volunteering at the schools in Auroville, or in Prof. Eisele�s class, much time at the 
US Pavilion was dedicated to helping out here. For parts of their nine-week stay they 
were committed to physical work for the Pavilion; first helping out with the varagu 
harvest and later on with the cleaning of the pond. Thank you for your help, UW! 
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Pond Cleaning and 

Restoration! 

After the students finished their work on 
the pond, a friend of the American 
Pavilion, called Mirao, helped us to plant 
the pond. He introduced Amazons, 
Singapore grasses, and water lilies. He will 
also add snails and more water grasses 
soon. Within a couple of months, the 
pond’s ecosystem will be established; 
resulting in clean, clear water for the pond 
inhabitants. 

 
‘Pea-soup green’ was the term recently 
used to describe the color of US Pavilion 
pond water. The UW students decided to 
take on the massive task of cleaning it out 
and reestablishing a balanced ecosystem. 
One full afternoon was spent emptying the 
water out, scrubbing the sides, putting in 
compost and sand, and refilling.   


