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THE INTERNATIONAL ZONE AT AUROVILLE:

ITS SPIRITUAL AND PRAGMATIC PERSPECTIVES
Dr. Ananda Reddy

( Before starting with my welcome address let us concentrate for a minute in order to welcome the
Mother and Si Aurobindo to this AVI 2002 Conference......

It isindeed a very happy occasion to welcome this very dynamic body of the builders of the Future,
the builders of the City of Tomorrow—Auroville.

Having been invited to this august gathering of Aurovilians from different parts of the world, |
decided to refresh my knowledge of what the Mother had said about Auroville and its devel opment.
While reading some books, | discovered to my great joy that a couple of the utterances of the
Mother explained my decision to join Auroville after my studies. When | had graduated from the
Ashram School in 1969, | had asked the Mother about my work. If | remember rightly, She had
asked meto choose if | wanted to work at Auroville or at the Ashram. After some days of cogitation,
| went back to Her and told Her, “ Mother, | would like at work at Auroville’ . After a brief moment
of concentration, Shereplied: “ Bien!”

Thus, | was the first student from the Ashram to have crossed over to Auroville. It was my next step
in life—from a student life at the Ashram | wanted to graduate myself into a wider, international
experience of what | was given at the Ashram. From a specific experience of a spirituality within the
well-defined boundaries of the Ashram, | had stepped into a broad-based spirituality by walking
over tomy hut at Aspiration, Auroville on Jan. 1%, 1971, carrying with me the new year Message:

“ Blessed are those who take a leap towards the future” .

And the significance of this decision of mine was reveled to me when | read what the Mother had
written in 1969 to the UNESCO Committee.)

|. The Spiritual Perspective:

“The task of giving a complete form of Si Aurobindo’'s vison was entrusted to the Mother. The
credtion of a new world, a new humanity, a new society expressng and embodying the new
consciousness is the work she has underteken. By the very naure of things, it is a collective ided
that cdls for a collective effort so that it may be redised in the terms of an integra human
perfection.

The Adhram, founded and built by the Maother was the fird $ep towards the accomplishment of
this god. The project of Auroville is the next sep, more exterior, which seeks to widen the base of
this atempt to establish harmony between soul and body, spirit and nature, heaven and earth, in the
collective life of mankind.”

This message of the Mother, written for a UNESCO committee, in the year 1969 (CWM 13,
p.210) gives us the right perspective of Auroville In our eagerness to build the city we are 0 very
focused on activities and planning that we seem to be forgdting tha Auroville is a universa
township needed by the earth and executed by the Mather according to Si Aurchbindo's vison and
dreams. Let us not forget even for a moment that “Auroville wants to be the fird redisgion of
human unity based on the teaching of Si Aurobindo ...” and that “Auroville is meant to hesten the
advent of the Supramentd Redity upon eath”.( CWM. Vol.13, p.21 ) It is Ther dream and Ided
that has to be manifested and not our idea of Auroville thet should be pushed through.
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Auroville is in  essentidly the seed-ground of the redisation of the third dream of Si
Aurobindo, i.e “a world-union forming the outer bads of a farer, brighter and nobler life for al
mankind’, and as detribed in deal in the Mathe’s own Dream o “a place that no nation could
cdam as its sole property, a place where dl human beings of goodwill, Sncere in their aspiration,
could live fredy as ditizens of the world, obeying one sngle authority, that of the supreme Truth...”

In our mentd atempts to be open, flexible and even comprehensve and internationd in Spirit,
we may tend to forget this innate truth of Auroville — that it “offers itsdf to al who aspire to live for
the Truth of tomorrow”, (Ibid p.208) as envisaged only by Si Aurobindo and the Moather. In our
seeking to manifes the City of Tomorrow, we have to be however, very careful in repegting the
Pagt in Auroville. Although Auroville is supposed to be a bridge between the Pagt and the Future,
we have to be sure of the dements of the Past that done can be useful in the building of the Future.
Not because we ae in love with or we gppreciaie some of the inditutions of the Present and the
Pedt, that we should indude them in the building of this City of Tomorrow. We have to keep in
mind the futuristic aspect of the city and judge dl the life activities that are to be integrated into it in
their ussfulness to  the future spiritua society and the New Humanity that the Mother wants to
herdd a Auroville

I1. An Integral Perspective

Once we ae dear about this Spiritud Perspective of Auroville, then it becomes eeser to gragp
its Integrd — Perspective. This perspective too is hinted a in the Mother's message to the UNESCO
committee. She wrote:

“The Adram founded and built by the Mother was the fird sep towads the
accomplishment of this god. The project of Auroville is the next sep, more exterior which

seeks to widen the base of thisatempt...” (Ibid, p.210)
On another occason, the Mother answered to a disciple’s question:

“The Adram is the centrd consciousness, Auroville is one of the outward expressons”
(2970

And again, to a cdear cut quedion, “what is the difference between the Ashram and Auroville”
the Mather replied in categoricd terms:

“The Agram will rein its role of pioneer, ingoirer and the guide. Auroville is the atempt
towards callective redisation” (June 1968) (Ibid., p.202)

We see that the emphass has been dways on Auroville being a ‘more exterior’ expresson, ‘an
outward expresson’, a ‘collective redisation’ of a Truth that has been worked out successfully on
the individud levd in the community framework of the Adram. The Ashram, since its inception in
1926, has been a laboraory for the Consciousness and Force that Si Aurobindo hes been wanting to
bring down upon earth; the supramenta Truth-Consciousness.

In aletter to his brother, Barindra Kumar Ghose, Sri Aurobindo wrote in 1922;

“I have been till now and shdl be for some time longer withdrawvn in the practice of a Yoga
destined to be a bads not for withdrawd from life but for the transformation of human
life....

It is, therefore, necessary to edtablish a number of centres smdl and few a first but enlarging
and increesng in number as | go on, for traning in this Sadhana, one under my direct
supervison, othersin immediate connection with me. ...

Thefirg, ... dready exigsat Pondicherry...”
(SABCL 26, p435)
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That wes the geness of the Si Aurobindo Ashram, in which many individud sadheks under
the direct supervison of Si Aurobindo and the Mother ‘recreated themselves in the image of the
Spirit” That is to say, thee individuds not only recognized  integrdly that the spiritud evolution is
the grest need and dediny of man but they dso lived the spiritud knowledge inwady ad
integrly and thereby prepared the next stage of redisation, the collective redisation, the redisaion
of Auroville.

Perhgps this is what the Mother had meant when she had sad that the “project of Auroville is
the next gtep, more exterior ...” It was a ‘next dep’ not only chronologicdly but it was s0 in the
process of the redisaion of the Mother’s own work for the earth. It was but an organic growth of
Si Aurobindo's yoga which proceeds from the individud to the collective, and fom the collective
to the universd level of manifestation.

Before the collective-body of Auroville could be built, the important thing was to manifes the
soul of Auroville Thet is what the Mother had sad to a disciple who had asked her: “When the
project of Auroville is so grand and stupendous and our means o limited, what should we do for its
redisation?’ “Y ou build the Matrimandir, therest | will do.” (The Golden Bridge, p.205).

The soul of Marimandir has descended;, it is in its place though the psychic-body of
Matrimandir is yet to be completed. The golden tower is not yet built fully, the flame-child is not yet
born, (the Mother initidly taked of the outer form of the Marrimandir as “a kind of tower with
twelve regular fecets...” CWM, p.291), hut the influence and the power of this Luminous and
Pulsating Centre is ‘becoming more and more red’, more and more tangible, and the redisaion of
the collective-soul of Auroville — “which does not proceed in the usud human way” is “more visble
to the inner consciousness than to the outer eye” (1966) (CWM, V.13, p.196)

It is true that the ‘ided town' envisaged by the Mother is a far cry a present. But the soul of
Auroville seems to be exeting a pressure on the collective body of Auroville At present the
resdents of Auroville seem to be going through a great travall and a degp churning both on the
psychologicd and physicd levels This unredt, this unease may be symptomatic of Aurovillés need
to expand, of our need to enlarge our vison and to degpen our inner understanding of the true
perspective of Auroville

As the Ashram had to extend itsdf into Auroville in order to complete itsdf, so too Auroville &
present needs to expand itsdf into the globd, universd levd represented by the Auroville
Internationd  Centres. Long back, in 1969, “Auroville Internationd’s datus, objectives and working
methods were examined and gpproved for a redisation of unity and harmony” by the Mother. For
the past thirty years or so, the AVI centres in diffaent countries went through the process of
acceptance and consolidetion. Many more countries have yet to join in in this anthem of human
unity. Yet suffise it to say that the movement has matured in some countries and since a few years
some countries have come to Auroville to lay the foundations of ther nationd pavilions, ther inner
aspiration to participate in the future world.

Unless and until dl these three movements — the Ashram, Auroville and Auroville Internationa
Centres — that is to say, the Irdividud, the Collective and the Universd levels codesce and are open
to a more trangparent and dynamic symbiosis, none of these units by themsdves can fulfill their role
and purpose. They ae as if the three drides of Vishnu in his march towards the  divinisation of
earth life.

The truth is that there is One consciousness behind dl these movements — the Supramentd
Consciousness — which is manifeding itsdf in different forms and modes of exigence A dynamic
interfacing of dl these modes of expresson can done fulfil their rasond ére. With its objective of
effectuting human unity on the life plane, Auroville can ill aford to overlook this integrd vison
of the triple mode of the expresson of the New Constiousness. Otherwise, if there is a sense of
separdion, diendion, isolation, then there is a diguption, a barage built, in the contiguity of the
New Consciousness and the consequences could be disastrous for dl involved in the process. There
should be no dvisve snse of the outdder and the indder: the Ashram, Auroville and the AVI
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Centres are an extenson of each other, complementary to each cther, only the mode of expresson
differs. Auroville is like the hedthy trunk of a banyan tree with its roots in the Ashram's spiritud
efforts and its flowering branches in the Auroville Internationa Centres around the world. If such a
unitive consciousness and outlook is not lived out, then the banyan tree trunk may not be able to
flourish or fulfill itsdf. Moreover, a divisve dtitude or constiousness will adways bring about
problems of exigence itsdf in the life of the community — be it in the Adram or Auroville or in
between the AVI Centres.

But this interdependence between the three modes of expresson of the new Consciousness
could tend to become mentd or supeficd if the underlying factor of degp dependence on the
Mother and S Aurobindo is not recognized and followed in its innate and  spiritud sense. That is to
sy, the inner Divine consciousness is the only unifying fector; the soul, the psychic is the only
centre of unification and until then dl dse is an endless and frudrating and conflicting groping on
the way.

Each one of us has nat only to paticipate in the Becoming of Auroville but dso in the Being of
Auroville Doubtledy, tha Being is the supramentd twin-incanate Mother and Si  Aurobindo
done. All other dams to it ae only meeoric flashes in the dak sky of ignorance It is such
individuds who can connect themsdves with the universd Mother or the deeper being, the odf
within, who can connect themsdves to the collective-soul of Auroville or to the Universal Soul of
the Eath. It is the increasng numbers of such individuds that can prevent an admixture of the old
and the new, who can be the channes of the new ways of working with the New Consciousness and
be the Men and Women of Tomorrow.

[11. Internationalism: Nation-soul asthe Bass

“In moden divilisation”, wrote the Maother in 1966, “men work on the suface. The mind is
the surface of exisgence they work on the surface and they try to find the Truth that is

behind by studying more and more deeply....

Men adways make plans menta condructions and attempt to cregte on that basis, but not one
human cregtion is a totd redistion of ther mentd condruction. They dways add
something, or dse it is dways dtered by a force they do not understand; they think it is
chance, fortune, circumdtances, dl sorts of things but it is in fact the Truth-force which is
trying to manifex on eath and which is exerting a pressure and of course this changes the
mental and vital creations which are only superficia ones” (Mother on Auroville, p.19)

And Si Aurobindo emphesized:

“The advocaes of action think that by human intdlect and energy making an dways new
rush, everything can be put right; the present state of the world after a devedopment of the
intdlect and a stupendous output of energy for which there is no higoricd pardld is a sgnd
proof of the emptiness of the illuson under which they labour. Yoga takes the stand thet it is
only by a change of constiousness that the true basis of life can be discovered; from within
outward isindeed therule” (1bid)

This perhgps is the iritud bess of dl works a Auroville induding, of course the
development of the Internationd Zone which is the next sep in the organic development of
Auroville. There shouldn't be any rush and haste by the human intdlect and energy in trying to
develop the projects a Auroville. As the Mother puts it: “ Whereas the true method is to enter into

direct contact with the inner Truth, and impeled by that, guided by that, to meke an outer
condruction, which is not a seeking for the Truth but a cregiion of the Truth, that is say, the Truth-

force redisesitsdf outwardly through the human ingrument.” (1bid )

| know it is eeser sad than done but Auroville is for those who want to do the Yoga of
work...” (11973 ) (The Spirit of Auroville ) the Kama Yoga as taught by Si Aurobindo. And one of
the centra prerequistes of Karma Yoga is a degp surrender of adl on€s acts and thoughts and
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fedings to the Mother, or the imminent Divinity. An increesng surrender  will bring us doser to
the inner truth of Auroville and we shdl be guided by it unerringly to its fulfillment.

1V . Some Precautionsin the Development of 1Z

With this humility and dgncerity let us gpproach the quedtion of the devdopment of the
International Zone and see what hints we get from Si Aurcbindo and the Mother towards its
development.

From a gpiritud perspective, we can say that the Mother wanted the Internatind zone to be one
of the four zones of Auroville — the rest being the Residentid, the Culturd and the Indudtrid. And
these four zones are nat only the mog practicd and necessary zones of any city, but they represent
here the “four Powers of the Supreme Mother”. The Internationd Zone, on the west of Auroville
city, represents Mahasaraswati aspect of the Mother-- the Perfection in Work agpect. S Aurobindo
decribed Her as : “The fourth is equipped with her cdose and profound capacity of intimete
knowledge and careful flavlesswork and quiet and exact perfection in dl things”

And the Mother indicated dso the shape of the buildings that will come in this area they
would be triangular and ther colour would be “pae blue which means peace’. And “Peace upon
eath” isone of two ams of Auroville, the other one being, “an effective human unity”.

Perhaps the first precaution that we need to take in safeguarding this perspective at the I1Z is that
this Zone should not to be darted on the bass into an “internationdism of the intdlectuds’. These
intellects propose to grow out of ‘the naiond idea and form' and grow into ‘a larger synthess of
mankind & the cost of the naionsoul. This type of internationdism is dominant in the German
psyche of the day and the youth of the present seems to be “intolerant of nationdism as a narrow
soirit of the padt, contemptuous of patriotisn as an irraiond prgudice a maeficat corporate
egoisn characterigic of narow intellects and crediive arogance, prgudice, haired, oppresson,
divison and drife between nation and ndion, a gross survivd of the past which the growth of
reason was destined to destroy.” (SABCL 15, p.526)

This negative approach to Internationdism would be a hamful approach for dating the
Internationa Zone. 1t would be awrong foundetion in itsdlf.

All the sodid groupings of man, darting with the family and till the level of the city-dtate, have
been “naturd aggregetions, evolutionary forms dready prepared on the animd levd,” says Si
Aurobindo. The nétion idea is more or less the firg red human achievement of the mentakman. The
other levels were redly the vitd needs of man, wheress the ndionridea represents the very mentd
consciousness of man, however egoidic and imperfect it may be a present. Therefore, as the family
- idea is fixed on the physcavitd levd, so the naionidea is the primay, compdling and
permanent idea of the evolution of the mind in Man.

And if Auroville is a cradle for the new species, for the superman, then the Internaionad Zone
has to offer the best achievement of man's menta consciousness — the NationHidea — o that it is
illumined by the New Consciousess and even trandfigured into a universd symphony of the nation
souls. This — perhaps — is the raison d'ére of the nationd pavilions in the Internationd Zone which
will not only be the living and vibrant exhibits of their respective cultures but will dso be the
bridges between Auroville and the respective nation-souls

Thirdly, the Internationd Zone should not be built on a mechanicd beds, tha is to think thet as
it is an integrd pat of the city, it should somehow be built and completed. In fadt, nothing in
Auroville should be built with this attitude. The outer must grow out of an inner necessity. The spirit
of internationdl unity thet is increesng nowadays is out of a hisoricd necessty, says Si Aurobindo,
-- “that is, a need which has aisen as the result of certain actud circumstances that have grown up
in the evolution of internaiond rdaions And that need is economic, politica, mechanicd,”
technologicd etc. (SABCL 15, p.533) — basicdly it is an externd need.
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The paticipants in the adventure of Internationd Zone have to fed within, in a convincing
manner, an internd necessty of the unity. This demands a widening, heightening and despening of
ones individuad oconsciousness. At present, one may not have achieved great expandgons of a
universa consciousness, but, we must have a leest “a will in the very seed of the being”, an utter
willingness to manifes the unity. With such a will and a willingness, let us create the body of the
Internationa Zone; “the soul will grow in the body”. (1bid, p.534)

V. ThePrinciple of the Grouping of the Nationsin the International Zone

The important quesion in the planning and building of the Internationd Zone is one of the
basc principle of the groupings of nations — a principle that would reflect a harmonious effectuation
of human unity.

The gdactic spird whirl of the ground plan of Auroville indicates a motion and a movement of
cosmic centrifugd and centripetd  forces, it is a pefect dynamic bdancing of the energy of
concentration and the energy of expanson. It is as though the whole city is breathing in and
bresthing out — absorbing the world's unconsciousness, trandfiguring it in the pavilion of Peace and
Unity, the Matrimandir, the Universd Soul, and then rdeadng the transformed and purified
consciousness back into the world in order to unify it, to divinise it. It is the symbol of Purusha and
Prekriti — Prekriti offering dl of hersdf a the dter of the Marimandir, the Impersond witness
Purusha, for her own sHf-trandfiguration. Thus, al energies, movements, thought thet get connected
with Auroville are trandformed by the ‘golden tower’, the golden sphere, the Marimandir, and
thereby get enriched and fulfilled.

The architecture of the gdaxy pattern must be maintained a dl cos when the planning of the
Internationd Zone is atempted. No rows of buildings should go across thexe gdactic lines tha

trace the spird movement blocking the inflov and outflow of energies from the world into the
Internationa Zone.

In the light of its interaction with the incoming of forces and energies from the world, the
Internationd Zone becomes the mogt important zone in - Auroville  There we may have to organize
sndl sudy groups composed of researchers of higtory, culture, psychology, philosophy ec who
shdl make a deep dudy of the deeper expresson of the nationsouls in the light of the vison
provided by Si Aurobindo and the Mother. They mug dso find out different dternatives to
groupings such as groupings based on gunas or psychologica grounds, groupings besed on culturd
symbioss etc. Once such dudies are more or less findised then the architects and planners could
take it up and try to redize the results of the sudy-groups. Of course, in these efforts, the study-
groups and the architects-groups must be formed on an interndtiond bass and not just by the
resdents of Auroville

At the fird glance the broad outlines of the naiongroupings is vey obvious in Si
Aurobindo's writings The  movement of humen unity that shdl enter Auroville through the
Western gate of Mahasaraswati and manifest itsdf in the International Zone has to be arranged
according to a principle that would be “based on a diversty and that diversty must be based on free
sf-determination” (SABCL 15, p517) Tha is to say, a free grouping of humanity based more on
the swabhava of the nation-souls than on any other principle.

A mechanicd Unitaian sysem would regard, writes i Aurobindo, in its idea the
geogrgphica groupings of men as 0 maty conveniences for provincid divison, for the
convenience of adminigration ... it would arange its sysem probably by continents and
subdivide the continents by convenient geogrephicad demarcations ... [But] the peoples of
humanity must be dlowed to group themsdlves according to ther freewill and their naturd
dfinities no condraint or force could be dlowed to compd an unwilling nation or didinct
grouping of peoples to enter into another system or join itsef or remain joined to it for the
convenience, aggrandisement or politica necessty of another people or even for the generd
convenience, in digegard of its own wishes. Nations or countries widdy divided from each
other geographicdly like England and Canada or England and Audrdia might cohere
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together. Nations cdosdy grouped locdly might choose to sand goart, like England and
Irdand or like Finland and Russa Unity would be the largest principle of life, but freedom
would beitsfoundation-stone. (SABCL 15, p.517)

It is on this bads of free-will, naturd effinities or the affinities of the gunas that the nations in
the Internationa Zone could be grouped. The same principles that Si Aurobindo gpplied to the
formation of humen unity should and must be agplied to the groupings o the nations in the
Internationd Zone.  Doing othewise would be to impede and to dday indefinitdy the inner
movement in Nature towards human unity. If wrong forces and mind-born plans get crysdlized a
the Internationd Zone there could possibly be chaos and confuson not only in Auroville and but on
a larger scde too. This is because, the Internationd Zone, more than any other Zone represents
symbalicdly a minigure world-union. The Interngtiond Zone mugt not be a dam to withold or
divert or dday the naturd forces of evolution. And given to undersland Aurovilles spiritud Sature
and symbolism, it could eedly become one such hindrance if great care is not teken in its
implementation.

Si Aurobindo, in the fallowing passage from the Ideal of Human Unity, seems to point cdlearly
and succinctly to the manner in which the Internationd Zone could be devel oped:

“For this very reason the basic principle adopted must be a free grouping and not that of
some abdract or practicd rule or principle of higoric tradition or actud Saus imposed upon
the nations. It is easy to build up a sysem in the mind and propose to erect it on foundations
which would be a firsd dght rationd and convenient. At firs sght it would seem thet the
unity of mankind could mog rationdly and conveniently arange itsdf upon the bass of a
European grouping, as Asatic grouping, as American grouping...” (SABCL 15, p411)

But, such a continenta grouping has an innate danger, as waned Si Aurobindo in the
following passage taken from his essay on ‘ The United States of Europe’:

“But it is evident thet in the present date of human egoism it would, if formed, become a
tremendoudy powerful indrument for domingtion and exploitation of the res of the world
by the group of nations which are a present in the forefront of human progress. It would
inevitebly awaken an antagonism to it an idea of Agatic unity and an idea of American
unity, and while such continentd groupings replacing the present smdler nationd unities
might well be an advance towards the find union of dl mankind, yet ther redisation would
mean cataclysms of a kind and scope which would dwarf the present catastrophe and in
which the hopes of mankind might founder and fatdly collgpse rather than progress nearer to
fulfilment.” (SABCL 15, p.331)

It is very rare tha to find such warnings in Si Aurobindo: he emphesises that this kind of
continental groupings might end up in a greater cataclysm then the one we have had in the two
World Wars. On one hand he sees that these groupings are a natura movement of evolution towards
human unity, -- an advance towards the find union of dl mankind. On the other hand he sees the
dangers of such continental groupings: if they become redised they could dand in the way of a
world unity. As he writes “But the chief objection to the idea of a United States of Europe is that
the generd sense of humanity is dreedy seeking to travel beyond its continentd digtinctions and
make them subordinate to a larger human idea A divison on the continentd basis might therefore
be from this point of view a reectionary sep of the gravest kind and might be attended with the mogt
serious consequences to human progress” (Ibid)

It is as if Si Aurobindo would not like to see any movement that would subvert or divert or
delay this innate movement of humanity towards unity. There are chances that today’s continenta
groupings might become hardened ego-entities just as the nations had become and to bresk the
netion-- ego the World Wars had to be adgpted by Nature. So if the massve and more powerful
and resgant continental egoism have to be broken in order to bring aout a human unity, then a
grester catedrophe, a greter  demolition-war might be needed. That would be cataclysmic and
humanity might never achieve what the evolutionary nisus intends it to achieve.
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V1. The Need for Psychological Unity and the Integral Yoga

How can we sdfeguard that this kind of a cataclysn does not does not teke place? Si
Aurobindo does not  highlight only the problems, he shows us the way out dso. And the way out is
the redisation of brotherhood based on psychologicd unity. If we have these  geogrgphica and
continental  groupings without any underlying sense of brotherhood, we may be in a grave danger.
With the pattern of nationhoods we can il survive without the deeper sense of brotherhood. B,
with the redisation of the continenta groupings, this sense of brotherhood becomes indispensable.
Or dsethe world may take asuicidd march.

Si Aurobindo is hopeful that a caiadysmic danger could be avoided if only humanity
consented to be spiritudise:

“It is not impossble thet the indipenssble inner fector for this outer frame might be
increesngly cregted, in its very process of growth, writes Si Aurobindo, but certan
psychologicd eements would have to be present in great drength. There would be needed,
to make the change persd, a rdigion of humanity or an equivdent sentiment much more
powerful, explict, sdf-consdous universd in its goped than the nationdid’s rdigion of
country; the dear recognition by man in al his thought and life of a sngle soul in humanity
of which each man and eech people is an incanation and soul-form; an ascenson of man
beyond the principle of ego which lives by separdiveness, -- and yet there must be no
desruction of individudity, for without that man would dagnate a principle and
arangement of the common life which would give free play to the individud variation,
interchange in diversty and the need of adventure and conquest by which the soul of man
lives and grows great, and sufficient means of expressng dl the resultant complex life and
growth in aflexible and progressive form of human society.” ( Ibid p. 539-40)

To fulfil, to redise these four psychologicd dements in the ‘progressve form of human
cdy’ is the rason dére of Auroville The fird dement, that of ‘a reigion of humanity much
more poweful then the naiondid’s rdigion of country,” could be the ided of humanunity which,
per se, must be based on supramenta consciousness.

Si Aurobindo indicates thet the human mind's best achievement has been the cregtion of
nations. They are its best cregtions but mind-born, they are dill divided and sdf-centered. Under the
influence of the New Consciousness, the supramentd consciousness, human mind has in the recent
past decades ventured into the redisation of continental groups, which, however, are under the grip
of mental and vita ego.

It is only with the increese of the supramenta consciousness on earth, its increesng influence
on human life, that the sense of universdity and unity can grow. That is because the very essence of
the supramentd consciousness is universdity. Supermind requires the entire humenity as its
footstool, unlike dl other forces till now, like the religious forces which were satisfied with netions
or creeds or sects — big or amdl — as ther footstools. Hence the immense importance of a body like
Auroville which  wants to be the very physcd foundation of the supramentd consciousness upon
earth.

The third dement that S Aurobindo spesks of: “an ascenson of man beyond the principle
of ego which lives by separaiveness....” is indeed the very corner stone of the beginning of this
redization of the inner unity . Ego was the hdper till man evolved into the mentd consciousness,
but when man has to evolve beyond mind, ego proves to be a bar. Si Aurobindo has not only given
the idea and the ided of the spiritud rdigion of man, he has ds0 given the means to achieve this
crossng — from man to superman. That means is, what he cdls, Integrd Yoga It is a long and
arduous yoga, for it amsa atota transformation of the human being — induding the bodly.

There is, however, a short-cut to it. It is to evoke Si Aurobindo and The Moather, the
harbingers, the concrete embodiments of this New Consciousness. We do not have to go too far in
our atempts or too long in our tgpasya Fortunate is humanity a present as it has got two physcd
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embodiments of the New Consciousness and it should be comparaively eeser for us to turn to
them. To say that our consciousness should turn towards Supermind could be very ambiguous, quite
difficult and we may not know what it means. But dl these difficulties decrease when we turn to S
Aurcbindo and The Mather. They have given us guiddines on the levd of Yoga on the levd of
nation-souls, on the level of continental groupings, on the level of human unity and we begin to read
the blue-print of humaen evolution. It is by guiding itsdf by ther Consciousness and Force that
Auroville could work out a principle and arangement of common life “by which the soul of men
lives and grows greet.”

In fact, this is the inner secret of building Auroville to let Si Aurobindo and the Mather be the
builders of Auroville and we be only the labourers of Love and the sarvitors of the Supramentd
Truth whose wages would be “Harmony and beauty of the mind and soul, harmony and beauty of
the thoughts and fedings, harmony and beauty in every outward act and movement, harmony and
beauty of thelife and surroundings...” (The Mother)

As our surrender to Them increases integrdly, we begin to see that dl is Her doing: the
Adhram, Auroville and the Auroville Internationad Centres are the three poises of Her working and
that each poise gets fulfilled only when dl are fused in the on€s constiousness. There is an absolute
oneness of purpose and plan in these three poises because behind these individud, collective and
universal poises, isthe unifying transcendenta consciousness of the Divine Mother:

“The ages are the footfdls of her tread,
Their happenings the figure of her thoughts,
And dl cregtion is her endless act.”
(Savitri Cantoll1, B.14)

HA Tdn

If you want to respond to this article please write to Dr. Ananda Reddy at
sacar @vsnl.com.
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THE INTERNATIONAL ZONE AT AUROVILLE:
ITS SPIRITUAL AND PRAGMATIC PERSPECTIVES

The Spiritual Per spective:

a) AV is the seedground to redize Si Aurobindo and the Mother's Dream according

to Ther vison.

b) The City of Tomorrow and the Past that isto be included

An Integral Perspective:

a) TheAshram and itsrdation to Auroville

b) Thegenesisof the Ashram

c) Matrimendir: the soul of Auroville

d) Theneed toExpand at present

e) TheTriple mode of Expression of the Supramental Consciounnes

f) United in the Consciousness of SAM...Being and Becoming of AV.
Internationalism and the Nation —Soul

a) Our emphass on Planning and the True Method

b) Kamayogaa AV.

Some Precautions....

a) |1Z represents the Mahasaraswati Aspect of the Mother

b) 1Z not to be started on the basis of Internationdism of the Intelectuds
c) 1Z not to be built on aMechanicd bass
The Principle Of Grouping of the Nations

d) Themeaning of the gdactic whirl

€) The Pater to be maintained

f) Mechanicd Unitarian sysem and the Geogrgphica groupings

g Thetrue Bassof Groupings and the danger of the Continental Groupings
The Need for a Psychological Unity and the Integral Yoga

a) Theneed of brotherhood

b) Thefour Psychologicad dements needed to cregte the brotherhood
c) How tofulfill these dementsin the context of AV

d) Theinner secret of building AV,
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